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 During this wonderful time of the year between Thanksgiving 

and Christmas, I thought I would take the opportunity in this column to 

highlight some unsung heroes of the Elkridge Harford Hunt Club.  In high-

lighting a few, there is always the risk of offending those not included.  I 

guess that all goes along with being òunsung.ó  One of my goals has been 

to have an inside the Clubhouse version of a Hardly Able construction day 

in the clubhouse kitchen and back room.  Those two rooms could really 

stand a good cleanup, fresh coat of pain, reorganization, etc.  I men-

tioned this idea to Jim Tanzola and Govane McClees during a party at the 

Club.  We walked through the two rooms just to make a quick assess-

ment.  When we opened the cabinets in the back room, we noted that the 

entire cabinet substructure had separated from the floor joist above.  

Disaster was probably fairly imminent.  Unbeknownst to me, Jim returned 

later by himself and completely reconstructed the cabinet substructure 

and re-anchored it securely.  Jim simply undertook that task on his own, 

at his own expense for time and materials, and never mentioned a word.  

Jim undertook a similar effort on the Clubhouse front screen door on 

which he did a masterful job.  Look behind the scenes at any Club event, 

and you will usually find Jim Tanzola quietly helping wherever needed. 

 I am happy to report a recent Clubhouse upgrade in the form a 

new wide-screen television, sound system and dish network connection.  

All of the legwork and labor for this project came courtesy of Bill Pierce 

who hatched the idea on his own and carried through with all of the de-

tails.  Disposal of the old television turned out to be tricky and the new 

television required the construction of a new shelf in the existing cabinet.  

Jim Tanzola and Rick Hyman lent Bill a hand in completing the project.  

We now have a great new amenity in the Clubhouse, including a zillion 

channels, horse racing channels, and all in H.D.  Thanks to Bill, Jim and 

Rick for that effort.  Rick Hyman is another unsung hero who is always 

fixing this or that, rewiring something, replacing a light bulb or fixture, or 

fixing something in need of repair. 

 And, speaking of sound systems, Bill Minor is the ultimate un-

sung hero of all things sound related.  From the Elkridge-Harford Horse 

Show to the Point to Point Races, Thanksgiving Blessing of the Hounds, 

Puppy Auction and Dinner Auction, Bill Minor always volunteers his time 

and equipment to add to the quality of those events.  When we first be-

gan the annual dinner auction, we didnõt use a sound system.  That is a 

particularly raucous evening and, as the auctioneer, it was very difficult to 

maintain order and communicate what was being auctioned and for how 

much.  Bill stepped in and solved the problem with a powerful system.  

Bill pointed out that, if needed, I could actually hurt peopleõs ears if I 

needed undivided attention.  Believe it or not, we actually doubled the 

take that year.  Hurting peopleõs ears pays off. 

 I frankly started to feel guilty that we were taking advantage of 

Billõs unlimited kindness by our increasingly frequent use of his time and 

equipment.  I asked Bill and Rick Hyman if they could keep an eye out for 

a used sound system, which the Club might purchase and have available 

for all of these events.  It turns out that the nieces of our dear departed 

old friend, Jim Monie, had inquired about some kind of donation they 

could make to the Club in Jimõs honor.  What perfect timing!  Bill Minor  

 We had a packed children's day on the Friday after 

Thanksgiving.    We were not thinking it was going to happen with 

the forecast.   However, as it did the day before,  the rain stopped 

about an hour and a half before 11:00 am.    Hounds started off 

slowly and some kids ponies were very very on the muscle.    Then 

hounds picked up a nice fox and we had a short run ending with 

the fox going to ground.    We crossed over to Harford Hill.  The 

fox and hounds flew all the way from the back hill of Harford 

Hill,  across Vivians, to the hill behind Ladew Gardens to put him in 

another hole.    The kids were thrilled.   Ponies had settled and 

were hunting like seasoned horses.   On the way across Pocock 

Road on the race course, hounds picked up another fox.   He 

headed up and over the hill only to go to ground behind Foxfire.   It 

was a perfect ending to the day.   Liz and Geoff then decided to 

draw the Spinney home...   A large dog fox shot out and crossed the 

pike.   Carrie Smyth went up to watch for hounds on the pike but 

Geoff chose not to chase that fox as many of the kids were 

tired.   Geoff put the hounds in the woods in the middle of the race 

course.  We had a lovely view again of this next fox.   He gave 

a  great run up to Harford Hill and turned and crossed behind the 

Club woods only to end up in the pasture right next to the Kennels 

and Ladew parking.   What a fantastic day.   I think we had the best 

group of kids out as well.   I saw more kids jumping in good style 

and ponies that were so well behaved the whole day was a huge 

success.    A Special Thanks to Bob Smyth for picking up the kids 

who parted ways with their ponies.   He and Kerrie  did a superb 

job keeping the kids going and having the best time... 

Elkridge-Harford Hunt Club  

2010 Childrenôs Hunt 
By John Almond 

Turney McKnight on Nibbles with his granddaughter 

Caroline McKnight on Marshmallow... 
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The Thrills of Hunting in ñJolly oleô Englandò! 

 
By Serena Martin 

  
 As wonderful as our hunting is here in Maryland it is always good to venture out from the comforts of home and experience new 

hunting country and new hunts.  The English countryside, in particular Leicestershire, lends itself to fox hunting as the Alps lend themselves to 

skiing.  There is simply nothing more exhilarating than galloping across lush green acres of grass with the hounds in full cry, soaring over 

hedge after hedge after hedge.  Two days of hunting with the Quorn and the Fernie left us with a smile from ear to ear and utterly exhausted! 

Ashley Bealby, field master of the Quorn, former winner of the Melton Cup, and a very dear friend of ours, kept us in his back pocket 

as he led the Friday field of well over one hundred members.  Maybe they were testing the òAmericansó, or maybe they were simply showing 

off for us, most likely they were just doing what they always do, but you know you are hunting at another level when the first jump of the day 

was a proper 4 foot metal gate. 

In his distinctive top hat, Ashley charms the field with his enthusiasm for hunting and his fearless attitude.  If the hounds are run-

ning he is in his huntsman's pocket pushing the huntsman as much as the huntsman pushes him.  Ashley prefers the natural obstacles that 

the country side provides and refuses to go around or cut corners to jump a paneled fence.  Instead he carries straight on and anything goes.  

If he can jump it he will and the field follows...and the things he jumps!!  Hedges could be well over five feet with a ditch on one side, metal 

gates are not abnormal, barbwire is common, and even the occasional cattle guard may be fair game if the hounds are running! 

Ashley has now taken over Barbara Richõs horse business to provide people with the best mounts in Leicestershire. He mounted us 

on horses that were fresh off the lorry from Ireland.  Our only instructions were to hang on, sit tight, and enjoy the ride, which is exactly what 

we did.  His horses are remarkable.  Ashley has a real knack for finding excellent hunters. He has ridden in our Grand National and is familiar 

with our hunt country.  If indeed, you are looking for a top notch hunter from England and would like to experience a day hunting with the 

Quorn,  donõt hesitate to contact him.  It will be worth every pound. 

 ashleybealby@horseriders.co.uk 
 

mailto:ashleybealby@horseriders.co.uk
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EHHC SOCIAL CALENDAR  
2010-2011 

 

     CHAIRMAN  

DECEMBER 

 

Sun, Dec.12, 2010 Land Owners Open House 

  EHHC Clubhouse  T. McGuinn 

       

JANUARY 
2011  Pot Luck Dinner  Tbd  

       

FEBRUARY 

Sat., Feb  12, 2011 Valentine Party  E. Williams, etc.  

Sat., Feb. 26, 2011 Dinner/Auction  O.Young, P. Smalley 

     A. Kinsley 

 

MARCH 

Sun., Mar. 20, 2011 Hunter Pace Tbd  

    

APRIL 
Sat., Apr. 2, 2011 EHHC Point to Point Race   

  Members and Landowners  

Appreciation Party O. Young 

Presidentõs Den Conõt page 1 

and Rick Hyman helped Jimõs nieces, Deborah Lally and Alison 

Schunk procure a new sound system for the Club.  We are hon-

ored by the thoughtfulness of Jimõs nieces and thank Bill and 

Rick for their efforts in bringing this about. 

 Land owner and member, Francis Knott, began to 

notice that our òCaution Horses and Houndsó signs were disap-

pearing and some were deteriorating.  Again, coincidentally, 

Francis had acquired a troubled sign company in Harford County 

and volunteered to donate a batch of new metal signs and iron 

sign stands in order to mount the signs.  Another example of an 

unsolicited, but very welcome and appreciated gesture, on the 

part of a thoughtful and generous land owner and member. 

 Another perennial unsung volunteer is Ellie Russell.  

Ellie is always undertaking some anonymous project inside and 

outside the Clubhouse.  Mulch appears mysteriously just before 

a Club event.  Flowerpots adorn the front steps of the Clubhouse 

and new flowers or shrubs appear in the beds in front of the 

Clubhouse.  Likewise, elaborate flower arrangements appear at 

Club events.  All of this is thanks for the quiet devotion of Ellie 

Russell.  These efforts have literally gone on for decades. 

 Many thanks for these unsung heroes, as well as the 

many others that I donõt even know about.  Any volunteer organi-

zation, such as ours, survives and thrives only through the gener-

osity of its members.  Thank you all for all you do to make our 

Club so enjoyable and successful. 

EHHC Hunter Trials 2010 
By Ellie Williams 

 

 WOW, what a fantastic day. Iõm not even sure 

where to start gushing about the hunter trials this year. 

Mother Nature came through with absolutely amazing 

weather and footing. The day started a little chilly however it 

warmed up quickly with a huge rush at the entry booth when 

we received over 50 entries for the 2õ6ó Open Division ð 

unbelievableé The day ran like a well oiled machine with the 

help of our dedicated judges and volunteers ð we couldnõt 

have done it without you. Thank you so much. 

 A fun addition this year was the Elkridge Harford 

Field Hunter Classic, kindly sponsored by Mr. Ben Griswold. 

Following an exciting ômockõ hunt behind our Master, Liz 

McKnight, our very own Kerri Smyth was victorious on her 

sturdy steed, Spanky. The photograph in last monthõs Full Cry 

was an excellent snap shot of this winning team. 

 Throughout the day we had exciting rides and good 

camaraderie. The Kinsley Family took home the Sara Bosley 

Secor Trophy for the Family Class and Sheila Fisher along 

with Costly Fun were the 3õ Open Field Hunter Champions. To 

end the day we had a Masterõs Class from the story books ð 

Master Liz made the entire ride exciting by leading the dayõs 

winners over fence ôwingsõ and line fences. It had the specta-

torõs blood pumping and we werenõt even riding. Top honors 

went to Erica Gaertner riding Twill Do and reserve to Jade 

Hubbard riding Rumor. Huge thank you to Liz McKnight and 

Bob Kinsley for pulling together, either riding or providing. 

 To conclude, the day was hugely successful with 

record takings. None of it possible without the kind dona-

tions for sponsorship or advertising as well as the generous 

donation of time from all of our judges and volunteers. Addi-

tional thanks to my hunter trail committee of Alison White, 

Marian Hamilton, and Katie Cree. 

 Looking forward to next yearé.. 

 

York County Conservation District Art Sale  

 

 The Conservation District in York is selling these limited edition 

fine art prints as a fundraiser for their educational programs.  It is a red 

fox ð an image that most foxhunters might be interested in seeing.  The 

Conservation District receives 50% of each print sold.  The artist, Millicent 

(Penny) Neill Decker, paints in egg tempera. Each reproduction is a 

signed, limited edition Giclee print on archival paper.  The price of each 

print is $60.00. The actual image size is 7x10 inches, printed on larger 

paper.  Please feel free to contact Kim Young with any questions or or-

ders.  Artwork can be shipped. 

Kim J Young 

Education/Communications Coordinator 

York County Conservation District 

118 Pleasant Acres Road, York, PA, 17402 

717-840-7190 

kyoung@yorkccd.org 

mailto:kyoung@yorkccd.org
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ELKRIDGE -HARFORD HUNT PONY CLUB  
A message from Karen Bennett, DC 

 

 CONGRATULATIONS to the Dõ Eventing Team of Madison, Cpt, Ross, Hanna, Julia, Brooke, SM.  They did a tremendous job at Horse 

Management and finished in 1st Place after an 8 way tie.  This was broken on exceed standards!  They only just did not place overall.  Madison 

did a super job of encouraging and supporting her Team as Captain, and they all had some very nice dressage scores.  Ross and Hanna went 

clear stadium, with Madison only having one stop, Julia did a good job on a green pony!  Madison went clear cross country with Ross and 

Hanna only having one stop.  Brooke was awarded a special ribbon for outstanding sportsmanship.  I think we now have some up and coming 

Eventers!!!  Thank you to Josie for doing HM all day and to Chrissy Donovan their coach for her great encouragement.  A super job everyone!  

 What a way to finish the season. 

 

 We had our Fall Ratings where we would like to congratulate Brianna Price, Emily Fox, Christine Lonsdale on attaining their C2 Rating 

and Jenna Elliot on her C1 Rating.  We were very lucky to have the use of Mr. Chuck Howardõs facility, where the girls could stay out the ele-

ments of the weather.   

 

 Elkridge-Harford Hunt Pony Club held our annual Open Schooling Hunter Trials and were blessed with the weather.  The sun shone 

and the skies were blue.   We had tremendous support from all members and their families and a super turnout of competitors.  This is a great 

fundraiser for the club and we thank the opportunity of holding the Hunter Trials at the Hunt Club.  We would like to thank Geoff for all his hard 

work on the grounds and the polo ring, they looked magnificent.  Thank you also to Mr. Geoff Hyde for being our ôHunt Masterõ and leading the 

Masterõs Cup classes.  The 2õ Masterõs Cup, was  donated by Thomas & Shirley Hoffecker.  The 2õ6 Masterõs Cup, was donated by Susan T 

Powers.   The full results of the day are posted on our Website http://www.elkridgeharfordponyclub.com/   We are now getting ready to host 

the Tea at the Childrenõs Hunt on November 26th at the Hunt Club and our Members are looking forward to participating in the Hunt.   

 

 Below is a picture of Julia, Josie and Mary helping as handlers at the recent Puppy Auction, as you can see, they had tremendous 

fun!   Also a picture of a Team at the Hunter Trials of Josie, Brianna, Kira and Brooke.   

 

 All our good wishes from the Pony Club for the Holiday Season. 

 

 

Julia, Josie and Mary helping as handlers at the EHHC 

2010 Puppy Auction 

Elkridge-Harford Pony Club Starter Hunter Trials 

Hunt TeamñJosie, Brianna, Kira and Brooke 

http://www.elkridgeharfordponyclub.com/


Elkridge-Harford Hounds 

 December 2010 

Weds. 1st         Tally Ho 

Sat. 4th            *Witõs End-Joint-Meet Green                                      
         Spring Valley Hounds-12:00-Hunt                            
         Tea at Mr. & Mrs. Jay Griswold  

Mon. 6th           John Bellõs Gate 

Weds. 8th         Greenwood Manor  

Sat. 11th           Sycamore 

Sun. 12th          Landowners Party 4:00 p.m.            

Mon. 13th         South Branch 

Weds.15th        Tranquillity Farm 

Sat. 18th          The White Farm 

Mon. 20th         Little Oxmeade 

Weds. 22nd       Gunpowder Springs 

Fri. 24th            Atlanta Hall-Christmas Eve 

Mon. 27th         Manor Glen-Hunt Tea  

Weds. 29th        Carroll Branch 

Fri. 31st           *The Club-New Years-12:00 

Meets 11:00 A.M. unless noted otherwise  

In case of inclement weather or to inquire about bye days call 410-
692-5441  

   

See next monthõs card earlier  www.ehhounds.com 

 Joint Masters 

Mrs. H. Turney McKnight        Mr. Thomas H. Voss 

Mr. Robert A. Kinsley 

 Hon. Hunt Sect'y 

 Mrs. Carl Shaffer 
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Landowners Christmas Party 
By Tammy McGuinn 

 It is once again time for the EHHC annual Landowner's Christ-

mas Party.  While landowners allow us full access to their properties, 

tolerating occasional crop damage and interfering with their deer hunt-

ing, other friends support us in our land conservation efforts, fundrais-

ing, and steeplechase events.  This party gives us the opportunity to 

open our house for the holidays, entertain them all with good food and 

drink, and thank them for the privilege to hunt on their property and for 

all they do to support our sport.  It's not a catered event...everything is 

lovingly made and generously donated by members.  In the last  6 years 

of chairing this party, I have always been overwhelmed by the thought-

fulness and support for this event.  Each year we see new landowners at 

the party who are thrilled with our gesture of appreciation and the op-

portunity to meet the masters and field.  In the next week, an email will 

be sent to all the members requesting your help and I thank you in ad-

vance for your quick response.  I look forward to seeing everyone at the 

club on Sunday, December 12th at 4. 

Mom and Sonôs Day Out 
By Danny Scott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 The meet at Manor Glen was absolutely perfect ñ fantas-

tic weather, good group of riders, and galloping through the open 

fields with my Mom.  When my Mom and I parked our horse van and 

began unloading, we could both tell that we were going to have a 

great hunt.  We mounted our horses and walked over towards the 

house where warm port was being handed out and people in groups 

were conversing with one another.  Before I knew it, we were moving 

away from the house and beginning the hunt.  We started out in a 

single file line and the next thing I knew we were galloping through 

the open fields.  My Mom and I were riding side-by-side and smiling 

the entire way.  It is great to look at my Mom and know that she is 

enjoying herself, and most importantly being on a horse that she 

feels safe on ñShaddy.  The hunt went in circles for the most part 

and every time we suddenly stopped, people who were behind me 

kept complimenting that my horse was a great brake for them.  This 

hunt was very enjoyable for me because I was able to do it with my 

Mom.  I feel so honored to be riding with EHHC and every time I go 

out, I leave with a smile on my face.  Thanks again to the masters 

whom make the hunts so enjoyable and to the members for always 

being so helpful and generous to my Mom and me.  I feel so blessed 

to have parents who have given me this opportunity, and have fully 

supported and funded everything so I am able to ride with the El-

kridge-Harford Hunt.  My father has been a tremendous support 

throughout my riding career, he has always been there to stop me 

from giving up, he has always supplied everything I needed, and still 

does everything that he can to ensure that my hunting career goes 

smoothly.     

Farm House For Rent 
  

 Three bedroom semi-furnished farm house, wood-

stove, living room with French doors opening onto large deck, 

dining room, two bathrooms; possible shed and field for 

horse; references required, non-smoker; $1,600 per month 

plus security deposit.  Please contact con-

con3311@gmail.com. 

Seasons Greetings 

 Wishing you a wonderful holiday season 

and happy and healthy New Year  

Julie Smith 
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North County Preservationôs Annual Trail Ride 
 By Carrie Gittings 

 

 Oct. 31st was a picture perfect day for the 6th òAnnual North 

County Preservation Fall Rideó. There were 68 riders who thoroughly en-

joyed the 2 hour tour of our beautiful country side. The ride started at The 

Kinsleyõs Hanlon House and wandered among numerous other preserved 

properties as well. Thank you to the Kinsley's and all of the other gracious 

owners for allowing us to ride through their farms. Larry/Nancy Odette 

hosted the halfway stop and provided us with a beautiful view of Monkton 

from their back field on Sheppard Rd. Special thanks goes to Eileen Poole, 

who worked overtime to make this ride a reality. Not only did she lay out the 

route, ...she even went out and cleared it for us!! Her all volunteer staff, Jay 

and Orsia Young, Allison White, Dotty Hyman, Holly Gilmore and Chuck did a 

wonderful job as well. After a great ride, lunch was provided by Tom Graul 

and Grauls Market who has generously donated lunch for the last 6 years. 

We appreciate his continued support. 

 This ride benefits North County Preservation group. NCP is a not-

for-profit 501c3 organization dedicated to supporting rural life in Northern 

Baltimore County. We are not a land trust and not a community organiza-

tion. We focus on gathering and distributing fact-based information to en-

courage responsible development and preservation, providing education on 

the history, and unique resources of the area, performing studies on land 

use trends, and solutions to conserve natural, agricultural, and scenic  re-

sources, and promoting long-term solutions to increase agricultural sustain-

ability and to protect open space. 

 Since 2005 we have been busy with several major projects. Some 

highlights include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2007 - The Land Preservation Benefit held at The Manor Tavern. 

where land preservation supporters joined forces to raise money 

for the Manor Conservancy, Gunpowder Conservancy, Long 

Green Valley Conservancy and the Land Preservation Trust, col-

lectively. The $30,800 raised from the event was presented by 

North County Preservation Vice-President Alice Chalmers in 

County Executive Jim Smithõs office on Tuesday, May 8th in the 

presence of the County Executive and 3rd District Councilman 

Bryan McIntire. Each land trust was handed a check for $7,700. 

2008 - We produced GIS (Geographic Information System) soft-

ware showing numerous environmental factors in relation to the 

requested rezonings and provided detailed information about 

specific issues, to provide a science-based approach to deci-

sions on zoning changes. 

2008 - Agricultural Study: Priority Recommendations to Improve 

the Viability of Farming in Baltimore County - funded with the 

help of Baltimore County and the Ag business community. 

2008 - Meals From The Meadows Of Maryland event held at the 

GSVH club house.  Local farmers donated produce/meats and 

local restaurants/caterers created signature dishes. Raised 

$13K - funds used to create the New Farmer Trainee Program 

for 2009. 

2009 - 2010 - New Farmer Training Program initiated and ex-

panded. We now have graduated 11 new farmers who have 

knowledge in not only agriculture but also finance, state regula-

tions, marketing etc. Special thanks to Jack and Becky Gurley of 

Calverts Gift Organic Farm for their leadership. 

2009-2010 - Studies on wind turbines/energy programs for 

Maryland ñ To find out more about our programs, to apply to the 

New Farmer Training Program for 2011 or to make a donation, 

please visit our website: www: northcountypreservation.org 


